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conquering all obstacles, swimming,
eating, fighting and dying on their
frantic way forward. They are pur-
sued and harassed by wild and do-
mestic animals — weasels, black ra-
vens and snowy owls.

THE MARCH starts when a combi-
nation of circumstances causes an

increase of animals in the natural
habitat. Almost as if a signal had
been given, the whole body moves
forward and the hectic one to three
years on the road to suicide begins.
The horde travels mostly by night,
eating and sleeping by day. They
devour everything vegetable insight,
leaving a path of destruction in their
wake. There are death and fighting
all the way, but with it all, repro-
duction is accelerated, strangely
enough. The goals are the Atlantic
Ocean, the Arctic Ocean, or the
Gulf of Bothnia, depending upon
where they start from. The survivors
of the march drive into the sea and
are all drowned.

This unusual performance has
caused speculation and superstition,
as no one has ever satisfactorily ex-
plained the mass suicide. There have
been attempts at scientific explana-
tions, but none has been adequate.
Some men think the lemmings have
an inherited instinct that carries
them to the sea.

Dr. John Buckley, biologist for
the University of Alaska, said, "When
they exhaust their food, they haven't
got much choice. They either starve
on land or go out to sea and drown."

Still another explanation is that
nature saves the race by the march
because, though all the marchers
drown and none returns, a few re-
main behind at home to propagate
future generations.

The lemmings actually are com-
mitting voluntary suicide because
they cross streams safely on the
march, yet they plunge into the
ocean and drown immediately.

In June of this year, the lemmings
of the Arctic region of Alaska started
their march, driven by starvation, to
inevitable drowning. The migrations
in this region are less spectacular
than in Scandinavia because the
area is more sparsely populated and
there is less to destroy on the path
to the sea. The animals pour out
from the shore onto the sea ice in a
constant stream. They face death by
exposure to the cold or drowning.
They've been known to go out as
far from land as thirty miles on the
ice. The last time they migrated in
Alaska was 1949.

People who have seen the mass sui-
cide say, "The water seems to be
swimming with lemmings." Others
describe the water as being "a
strange brown color — lemmings for
miles in every direction."

And so the Pied Piper — though
you may not be able to see him —
is marching through Alaska this
year! If you doubt my word, just
iook for the hordes of lemmings
crowding at his heels! They seem to
hear his strange tune even if you
can't!
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