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Return of the

PIED PIPER
BY MURIEL LEDERER J*3.

IF YOU were in the Arctic regions of
Alaska this year, you'd almost

think the Pied Piper of Hamelin
had returned to pipe his entrancing
tune. The lemmings are on the
march again and by the time their
journey ends, hundreds of thousands
of these small rodents will be drowned
in the Arctic Ocean.

In Robert Browning's famous
poem, The Pied Piper of Hamelin, the
Piper appeared just in time to save
the town from total destruction by
lemmings (often miscalled rats) on
their suicidal march. He piped a tune
and "led" them out of town and to a
near by river to drown. The animals
behaved as though they were be-
witched. It's easy for us to see how
they could have been led by a clever
man like the Piper, who was just
taking advantage of a sure thing.
Nothing on earth could deter the
march and he was just clever enough
to fool the superstitious townsfolk

of Hamelin into believing his piping
caused the flight.

The lemming is a small, mouse-like
rodent closely related to a vole or
meadow mouse. It's about five
inches long, with a short, rounded
head and beady eyes. Its ears are
buried in fur. It has a short tail,
small feet, and claws adaptable to
digging. One of the two known types
is tawny yellow with shading of
reddish-brown and a dark stripe on
its back from head to tail. This va-
riety lives in the highlands of Nor-
way and Sweden. The other known
type lives in the Arctic regions of
North America and turns white in
winter. This is the group currently
on the march in Alaska.

About every three or four years,
hordes of lemmings start an emigra-
tion march from their native habitat
downhill to the sea. They invade
regions where they have never lived,
very much like an army advancing,
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